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July 30, 2019 
 

Re: Safe radius requirements for wind turbines under normal and emergency 
operating conditions 

 
It has come to our attention that a Vestas manual is being referenced by various groups potentially 
opposed to wind energy in consideration of the setback distances required for wind turbines. We would 
like to clarify the purpose of this Vestas manual. Vestas’ Site Emergency Response Plan (ERP) should 
NOT be misinterpreted as guidance for setback distances for wind turbines from homes, roads, property 
lines or otherwise.  
 
Outdated Vestas work instructions unfortunately continue to be quoted by some opponents of wind 
energy projects. Vestas has updated our manuals, and we now address “clearance areas in the case of 
incident” in site-specific ERPs that are tailored for each wind farm. The ERP for a specific project will 
include temporary clearance areas that should be used when the area is cleared in the case of an 
incident. This specification of a clearance area, however, should NOT be cited as support for any siting 
distance for wind turbines, as this does not apply to normal operating conditions. Rather, the language 
applies only in case of an incident to provide for temporary clearance to allow for appropriate response  
 
Vestas turbines are designed and tested according to recognized industry standards, including those 
issued by the IEC, and are independently certified. As in any emergency situation, good judgement and 
common sense should be used to establish a temporary clearance area, local requirements and site 
safety protocol should be followed, and local emergency personnel should be alerted. If a turbine 
incident is identified, but the situation has been mitigated, the establishment of a temporary clearance 
area may not be required.  
 
As with any sophisticated electric generation equipment, if abnormal operating conditions occur which 
are extremely rare, the turbine monitoring sensors and control system logic have several redundant 
safety systems, which are set to automatically shut down the equipment.  
As information provided by Vestas regarding the establishment of siting distances has commonly been 
taken out of context and misquoted, we no longer publish guidance on the topic. 

 
Sincerely, 

Vestas – American Wind Technology  

1417 NW Everett St. 
Portland, OR 97208 
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