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October 9, 2020 
 
DCPS Families –  
 
I hope you enjoyed a safe, restful and well-deserved Fall Break. As the week draws to a close,  
I remain committed to keeping you informed regarding our response to the COVID-19 virus in our 
community and district. 
 
As you may be aware, the Kentucky Department for Public Health has upgraded the designation of 
Daviess County to “red” status based on the most recent seven-day average of positivity rates. 
Learn more here: https://govstatus.egov.com/kycovid19  This means that the community spread of 
the virus is at an elevated level, and public health has urged all citizens to take heightened 
precautions to reduce the spread. 
 
As has been true throughout this pandemic experience, we continue to learn and adapt as new 
information becomes available to us. We must also consider the valuable evidence we have gained 
both in DCPS and from our colleagues around the region and state. 
 
The Daviess County Public Schools district will proceed with our plan to resume classes on the A-B 
Schedule for all students – preschool through grade 12 – on Monday, Oct. 12. Here are our reasons 
for moving forward with this plan: 
 
* DCPS now has three weeks of successful, proven experience of in-person instruction for grades 
P-8 on the A-B Schedule. During that time, our schools have proven the ability to maintain safe 
practices such as mandatory face coverings and social distancing among students and staff.  
 
* Current evidence supports the fact that schools are not contributing to the community spread of 
this virus. In fact, schools are the safest place for many of our children: They are able to receive 
essential services, including in-person academic support and social-emotional services, as well as 
access to nutritious meals in a safe, supervised environment. 
 
* The A-B Schedule allows us to operate schools with no more than 40% of enrolled students 
present in the building on any given day: About 20% of students are enrolled in Virtual Academy, 
and the remaining 80% are divided between Monday-Tuesday and Thursday-Friday in-person 
attendance. At the high school level, this number is further reduced because many students 
participate in dual-credit courses through Owensboro Community and Technical College and/or the 
EmpowerU / Community Campus programs.  
 
* We have closely monitored and remained in communication with neighboring school districts that 
have provided successful in-person instruction even as their counties were designated as “red” 
areas. These include Bowling Green Independent, Warren County and Hardin County school  
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districts. Again, evidence indicates that in-person instruction on the A-B Schedule is not contributing 
to community spread of the virus. 
 
* We understand that some families may not be comfortable with In-Person Instruction. Enrollment 
in the Virtual Academy remains an option for anyone who wishes to participate in that program. 
Simply send an email to dcpsVArequest@dcps.org with your child’s name, grade and school. 
These requests may be submitted at any time; we will be glad to work with you in making that 
transition for your child.  
 
* DCPS continues to follow KHSAA guidance regarding athletic participation. 
 
* DCPS will continue to closely collaborate with state and local officials. We will remain responsive 
to transitions as relevant to public health and safety. 
 
* It is our hope that viral conditions improve in Daviess County. However, we deem schools to be 
necessary, essential services provided to children. It is our hope that if further mitigation measures 
are needed to reduce the viral spread in our county or state (i.e. closures/reductions), schools will 
be heavily considered as essential by state and local leaders. 
 
In the meantime, DCPS remains committed to transparency for our families and community. Our 
COVID-19 reporting dashboard is posted on our website at www.dcps.org and is updated twice 
weekly with information about positive cases and recoveries among students and staff at each of 
our schools and across the district.  
 
Our DCPS district theme this year is “Better Together.” Thank you for your continued support as we 
work together to provide meaningful learning opportunities for ALL students of Daviess County 
Public Schools. 
 
 
Matt Robbins 
DCPS Superintendent  
“Kids First!” 
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